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Introduction 

Protected  lands  —  fields, 
forests,  mountains,  and  streams 
—  have  a  powerful  influence  on 
our  air,  water  supply  and  quality 
of  life. 

The  largest  steward  of  protected 
lands  in  Massachusetts  is  the 
Department  of  Environmental 
Management  (DEM),  which 
manages  285,000  acres  —  5% 
of  the  entire  state.  That 
translates  into  one  of  the  largest 
state  forest  and  park  systems  in 
the  nation. 

DEM  has  now  developed  a 
mechanism  through  which  it 
can  accept  gifts  and  donations 
to  help  state  parks  and  environ- 
mental programs:  The 
Conservation  Trust. 


Cover  photos:  A  sparrow 
hawk  perched  on  a  log;  the 
view  from  the  summit  of 
Mt.  Greylock. 

(Photos  by  Bill  Byrne  and 
Gene  Peach) 


The  Conservation  Trust  enable: 
park  users,  businesses  and 
foundations  to  support  the 
Massachusetts  environment  in ; 
direct  and  meaningful  way. 
Tax-deductible  contributions  tc 
the  Trust  can  be  earmarked  for 
particular  parks  or  programs  of 
the  donor' s  choice,  or  can  be 
designated  for  use  wherever  th< 
need  is  greatest.  Trust 
donations  are  set  aside  in  a 
special  account  accessible  only 
by  DEM  for  use  in  its  environ- 
mental programs  and  facilities. 

Your  donation  to  the  Conserva- 
tion Trust  is  a  contribution  to 
the  health  of  forests,  the 
diversity  of  wildlife  habitats, 
and  wholesome  outdoor 
recreation  opportunities  for 
generations  to  come. 
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Visitors  enjoy  the  beauty  o1 
Bash  Bish  Falls  in  Mt. 
Washington  State  Forest. 

(Photo  by  Gene  Peach) 


ration  Trust 


Why  are  state 
forests  and  parks 
important? 

Massachusetts'  state  forests  and 
parks  help  sustain  the  natural 
resource  systems  upon  which 
we  depend.  They  are  home  to 
thousands  of  plant  and  animal 
species,  some  of  them  rare  or 
endangered.  Healthy  forests 
protect  aquifer  recharge  areas, 
enhance  air  quality,  and  provide 
a  continuing  supply  of  wood 
products  for  public  consump- 
tion. Public  lands  also  help  us 


Deer  and  other  wildlife 
depend  on  state  forests  and 
parks  for  habitat. 

(Photo  by  Jack  Swedberg) 


maintain  the  scenic  beauty  of 
our  communities  and  the 
distinctive  landscapes  that  give 
Massachusetts  its  special 
character.  Many  parks  include 
irreplaceable  archaeological  and 
historic  sites,  as  well  as  unique 
geologic  formations. 

In  a  state  as  heavily  developed 
and  urbanized  as  Massachusetts, 
it  is  critical  to  sustain  and 
protect  this  natural  and  cultural 
resource  base.  Investments 
made  now  will  pay  off  for 
generations  to  come. 


But  my  tax  dollars 
already  support 
state  parks.... 

That  is  correct.  However,  since 
the  early  1980s,  the  park  system 
has  expanded  by  10,000  acres 
and  visitation  has  increased  by 
more  than  30%.  In  that  same 
period,  state  operating  budgets 
have  remained  static. 

DEM  is  one  of  the  smallest  state 
agencies  in  Massachusetts.  Its 
annual  operating  budget 
accounts  for  approximately  one- 


sixth  of  one  percent  of  the  state 
budget.  Yet  it  provides 
protection  and  careful  manage- 
ment for  natural  and  historic 
resources  on  more  than  a 
quarter  million  acres  of  land  — 
some  of  it  fragile,  some  of  it 
heavily  used. 

Nearly  two-thirds  of  Massachu 
setts  is  covered  by  trees.  In 
addition  to  managing  state 
forests,  DEM  provides 
technical  forestry  assistance  to 
private  land  owners.  Statewid* 
forest  fire  and  insect  pest 
control  also  fall  under  DEM's 
forestry  umbrella.  Forecasting 
the  state's  long-range  water 
needs,  operating  state  piers,  an 
inspecting  the  state's  2600 
dams  are  some  of  DEM's  other 
public  health  and  safety 
responsibilities. 


Horseneck  Beach  State 
Reservation  attracts 
thousands  of  swimmers  an 
sunbathers  annually. 

(DEM  file  photo) 
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Many  state  park  picnic  and 
camping  areas  offer 
excellent  wheelchair  access. 

(DEM  file  photo) 


What  about  user 
fees? 

DEM  charges  admission  fees  at 
beaches,  campgrounds  and 
picnic  areas,  and  collects  money 
for  skating  rink  rentals,  timber 
sales,  and  other  services. 
However,  only  a  small 
percentage  of  DEM's  operating 
budget  is  funded  by  a  portion  of 
these  funds. 


"advance  the  recreational  and 
conservation  interests  and 
policies  of  the  Commonwealth," 
so  donors  can  be  sure  that  all 
contributions  will  benefit  the 
agency's  programs  and  facilities. 
All  donations  are  tax-deductible. 

There  are  many  environmental 
initiatives  that  could  benefit 
from  your  donation.  A  few 
examples: 


How  will  my 
contribution  be  put 
to  work? 


Fragile  sand  dunes  at  ocean 
beaches  need  boardwalks  and 
informational  signs  to  protect 
them  from  overuse. 


That  depends  on  what  you 
specify  when  you  make  your 
donation.  Donations  may  be 
earmarked  for  specific  forests, 
parks,  reservations,  or  other 
DEM  facilities.  They  may  also 
be  designated  for  particular 
DEM  programs. 

Alternatively,  donors  can 
request  that  their  contribution 
be  used  where  the  need  is 
greatest.  DEM  is  legally  bound 
to  use  Trust  contributions  to 


Many  restrooms,  roads,  trails, 
and  other  improvements  in 
state  forests  and  parks  were 
constructed  by  the  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps  over  50 
years  ago  and  need  major 
repairs. 

Lawnmowers,  tools,  vehicles, 
typewriters,  signs  and  other 
equipment  are  vitally 
important  to  careful  natural 
resource  stewardship. 


•  Environmental  education 
efforts  in  state  forests  and 
parks  need  staff  and 
materials. 

•  As  state  park  facilities  are 
upgraded,  handicapped 
access  is  always  addressed. 
However,  such  access  is  still 
inadequate  in  many  state 
parks. 

•  Trail  markings,  maps  and 
orientation  signs  are  critical 
to  the  safety  and  enjoyment 
of  walkers,  cyclists,  hikers 
and  skiers. 

The  Commonwealth's  natural 
resources  are  the  building 
blocks  for  a  vital  economy  and 
a  healthy  citizenry.  The 
Conservation  Trust  presents  a 
special  opportunity  for 


concerned  individuals  and 
businesses  to  help  DEM 
continue  to  balance  the  dual 
mandates  of  resource  protectioi 
and  public  recreation.  Your 
donation,  in  any  amount,  will 
make  a  substantive  contributioi 
to  our  environmental  future. 


Dunn  Pond  State  Park  in 
Gardner  —  a  quiet  place  for 
reflection. 

(Photo  by  Stephen  Ostrowski) 


Spring  flowers  are  sensa- 
tional at  Maudslay,  Border- 
land and  Moore  State  Parks, 
all  former  private  estates. 

(Photo  by  Gene  Peach) 


Donations  of 
Land 

The  Conservation  Trust 
can  also  accept  gifts  of 
property  or  conservation 
restrictions  (development 
rights)  on  property.  In 
many  cases  land  owners 
can  realize  significant  tax 
advantages  by  donating 
land  or  development  rights 
to  DEM.  In  donating 
development  rights,  the 
landowner  retains  actual 
ownership  of  the  property, 
with  the  ability  to  sell  it  or 
leave  it  to  heirs.  However, 
the  land's  market  value  is 
decreased,  because  it  can 
never  be  developed,  result- 
ing in  reduced  property 
and  inheritance  taxes. 


You  may  also  remember  your 
favorite  state  forest  or  park  in  > 
will.  Please  call  for  details  on 
bequests. 

For  more  information  conta 

Massachusetts  Department 
of  Environmental  Managen 
100  Cambridge  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02202 
(617)727-3180. 
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Argeo  Paul  Cellucci,  Governo 
Jane  Swift,  Lt  Governor 
Bob  Durand,  EOEA  Secretary 
Peter  C.  Webber,  DEM 

Commissione 


Contribution  Form 


Yes,  I  would  like  to  help  Massachusetts'  state 
forests  and  parks.  Enclosed  please  find  my  contri- 
bution in  the  amount  of: 

I      I  $25  I      I  $50  I      I  $100  other 

$ 


Please  use  this  contribution  to  help: 

(check  one) 

1  Wherever  the  need  is  greatest. 

1  State  Forest/Park/Rink/Pool 
—  (specify) 


I      I  Resource  Conservation  Program 
—  (specify) 


Name: 


Address: 


City: 


State 


Zip: 


Phone: 


Please  make  checks  payable  to: 
Conservation  Trust/DEM 

Mail  contribution,  with  this  form,  to: 

Department  of  Environmental  Management 
c/o  Conservation  Trust 
100  Cambridge  Street,  19th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02202 

Contributions  to  the  Conservation  Trust  are  tax  deductible  to 
the  extent  provided  by  law. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
\    Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
|    Department  of 
£f     Environmental  Management 


State  forests  and  parks  also 
provide  recreational  opportuni- 
ties for  millions  of  visitors  — 
some  1 3  million  each  year. 
From  Bash  Bish  Falls  in  the 
Berkshires  to  the  unspoiled 
sands  of  South  Cape  Beach  on 
Cape  Cod,  the  park  system 
includes  nearly  200  recreation 
areas,  riverways,  trails,  beaches, 
rinks,  pools,  and  urban  parks. 

For  Massachusetts'  predomi- 
nantly urban  and  suburban 
population,  easily  accessible 


outdoor  recreation  provides ; 
important  respite  from  the 
stresses  of  modern  life.  Mar 
state  park  visitors  are  from 
middle  and  lower-income 
families,  and  the  moderate  ft 
charged  at  state  camping, 
picnicking  and  swimming  ar 
make  possible  vacations  that 
would  otherwise  be  out  of 
reach.  People  with  disabiliti 
also  find  a  warm  welcome  ir 
state  parks,  as  more  and  mor 
recreation  areas  are  made 
accessible. 


The  nature  trail  at  Bristol 
Blake  State  Park  traverses 
scenic  and  environmentally 
precious  wetlands. 

(Photo  by  Gene  Peach) 


elow:  Hikers  atop  Mt. 
'achusett  savor  the  view. 

hoto  by  Gene  Peach) 


Campers  at  Willard  Broo 
State  Forest  in  Ashby  an 
Townsend. 

(Photo  by  Gene  Peach) 


